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Heaven is a wonoerful place, filled wit? Glory and Grace. /m going fo see my
Savior's face cuz heaver is a wornoeriul place (1 warnna go there). ”

It's a children’s song, especially popular at camp. Let me ask two questions: How many know that song?
How many of you believe it?

While clearly we cannot fully fathom heaven, we can know some things:

e We know that we are to lay aside treasures in Heaven (Matthew 6:19-21)

e We know that we are to set our mind on things above not on things that are on earth

e We know that Jesus has gone to prepare a place for us in Heaven

e We know that we yearn now for God’s will to be done on earth as it is perfectly in Heaven

Heaven is getting a bit of resurgence these days. And | am glad. Years ago during the Great
Awakening of the early 18" Century that was so culturally profound along the Atlantic shores, pastors like
Jonathan Edwards and George Whitefield preached about the reality of hell and were stereotyped as “fire
and brimstone” preachers. Guilt and fear were the motivators. Today | pray, as we launch this important
series, that we might be accused of being “glory and grace” preachers, and perhaps our lives will be
forever changed as we increasingly know in the deepest parts of our hearts that the promise of heaven
changes my life on earth. Maybe it will spark a revival here in our hearts. It has been said, people can be
so heavenly minded that they are no earthly good. Mike and | disagree with that and agree with Paul
Enns who writes, “Unless you are heavenly minded you won'’t be any earthly good.” Heaven is good
‘Kingdom’ thinking and around here we care about what Jesus cared about: the Kingdom of Heaven
breaking out in hearts on earth. So let’s get started; Mike we decided that it would be good to define some
terms before we go too far and maybe we better start with a couple somewhat obvious but important
thoughts: Mike, why eternal life and Heaven? Why not not Heaven?

Why efernal fife and Heaven? (MOB)

Dave, you know | like questions, particularly these deep questions that pertain to God. This is one of
the most profound questions; it is a specific case of the larger question of “Why did God create?” So,
without getting off track, the question before us is why eternal life and Heaven?

We will spend most of our time over the next few weeks considering what Heaven is like. But this
question asks why God made us for eternal life and why is there a Heaven. It's always dangerous to try
to posit the mind of God; however, perhaps we can make a few observations to help because | believe
understanding this questions will help us live today.

| think we begin to find the answer in our created nature. Look at Genesis 1:27—God created us in
His image. We say that human beings are the crown jewel in God’s creation. The evidence of that is in
our celebration last week: Easter. For God so loved the world—humankind—that Jesus died for us (John
3:16) and for any of us who receive Jesus, we become the children of God (John 1:12). Because we are
made in the image of God we have intrinsic value in our very existence.

But, just because we who receive Jesus are children of God doesn’t mean necessarily that we should
be created for eternal life. Again, | think Jesus gives us a clue. During His last meal with His disciples,
Jesus said this:

Ard s /s efernal life, that they krow you the only tive God, and Jesus CHrist whorm you fiave sefl
(John 17:3, ESV)

God wants us to know Him, and that Greek word for know means to know God in a deeply personal,
intimate sense. Those of us who are married or who have deep friendships understand that knowing
another person takes a lifetime. | can learn facts about my wife, but to know her in this Biblical sense will
take me a lifetime. If it takes me a lifetime to know another human, how long will it take me to know an
infinite God? | think it will take an eternity.

And, | think there is at least one more reason. Were | to only live 70 years, or 700, or 7,000, my life
would have no ultimate value. Once | cease to exist, | am simply no more. As a child of God my



relationship with God would be forever ended. | came from nothing and | return to nothing...no ultimate
value. With eternal life, | have ultimate value. | am created in God’s image and remain His son for all
eternity.

As for Heaven, Paul quotes Isaiah when he says: “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the
heart of man imagined, what God has prepared for those who love him.” (1 Corinthians 2:9, ESV; quoting
Isaiah 64:4)

| think we can go back to the Garden of Eden for our clue. Aristotle believed in four transcendent
virtues: truth, beauty, goodness, and unity. We can see those in the Garden. These virtues come from
God. Based on the very nature of God, why would we not expect that the New Earth will be a place of
truth, beauty, goodness, and unity beyond anything that we can comprehend?

And what does God get out of this: well, Scripture tells us that the chief end of man is to glorify God
and enjoy Him forever. He is glorified and will delight in our enjoyment of Him.

As for us, even now we must live as image-bearers of God. Certainly we are distorted by sin, but we
are nonetheless image bearers and children of the King, co-regents with Christ. (1 Corinthians 4:8; 2
Timothy 2:12) Understanding this prevents us from thinking too small about our lives!

All this sounds great to me, Dave! But, | said above that those who receive Christ are given the right
to be called children of God (John 1:12). Exactly how does the Bible describe getting to Heaven? Is
Jesus really the only way?

How do we get to Heaven and is Jesus the only way? (DLS)

Mike this is another one of those questions that is embedded in a larger discussion that in this day
has become quite a stumbling block for some. It is the question of exclusivity. You have heard some say,
“How can Christians say, ‘Jesus is the only way to God.” That seems so arrogant.” Let’s start by going to
scripture to make sure of the facts of our faith:

e John 11:25;"| am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he
live.

e John 14:6; Jesus said to him, "l am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me.”

e John 6:40; “For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him
should have eternal life, and | will raise him up on the last day."

e Romans 10:9-10,13; If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes and is justified, and
with the mouth one confesses and is saved. For the Scripture says, "Everyone who believes in him
will not be put to shame." "*For "everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved."

o 1 Corinthians 3:11; "For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.”
Some day | think there will be a time when we can deal with the so called arrogance of Christianity.

For now two things; first, remember that essentially all religions and worldview ideologies, claim to have a

superior knowledge of how to get to Heaven. Christianity is not exclusively arrogant. And secondly to that

point, let me just say that the person that says so emphatically, “All religions are just as worthy” is making

a statement with just as much arrogance. They are simply stating, by faith, their opinion. | can just as

easily say, “Oh yeah, who died and made you God?”

Mike, too much is made of this “How do | get to Heaven?” subject sometimes. This is not rocket science;
it is simple faith in Christ alone to save me from my lost condition — as it says in Romans, believing in
Christ and receiving His Holy Spirit as a seal of my faith.

The Testimony of Charles Spurgeon

/ sometimes think / miht have beer i1 darkrness and adespair row, had it not beern for the gooaness
of God 11 senaling a srowstolm orne Suraay morning, whern / was gomg o a place of worship. Whern/
could go no /arther, / turmed down a colrt and came 1o a fitle primitive Methodlst chapel. /n that chigpe/
there might have been a dozen or fifteen pegple. 7he mirister aid rnorf come that morrning,; srmowed yp, /
suyppose. A poor mar, a shoemaker, a laflor, somelnng of tal sori went up ilo the pupit fo preacs.

Now it is wel] that rministers should be mstructed, but tis /man was really stupla, as you would say. He
was obliged fo stick o /iis lext, for the simple reasorn tat fie fiad nothing else fo say. The fext was "Look
urto Me, and be ye saved, all the enals of the earth. "He ala rnof even prorourice the woras rightly, but
hat old not rmatter.



He begarn thus My dear firernds, 1s Is a very simple fext indeed. /t says 1Look. ' Now thal does rot
lake a greal deal of effort /f am? Niting your feet or your finger, i /s /ust 1ook. ' Wel a marn need ot go o
cofllege o fearn fo look. You may be the bliggest fool and yer you carn look. A mar rneed 1ot be worth a
thousand a year fo look. Aryore car look; a chitd can /look.

Then the good man followed up /s lext in tis way: "Look urnto Me, / arm swealing great arops of
blood, Look urifo Me, / arm hanging on the cross. Look!/ arm dead and buried. Look urito Me, / rise agaimn.
Look urfo Me; / ascernd and sit at the Fathers right hanad. O/ Look fo Me!” Then he looked at me uroer
he gallery, and / dare say, witl1 so few presern, fre krew me ro be a stranger, He then said, "Yourg marn,
you look very miserable. And you will always be miserable i hie, and miserable i oeath i you ado not
obey my fext. But If yols obey row;, this mormerit you will be savea,”

Then he shouted as only a Primitive Melthodist can. "Young /marn, ook fo Jesus Christ!”/ did Took. ”
There ard then the cloud was gore, the darkrness had rofled away, and that mormernt / saw the sun. /
could frave risen that mormernt and sung with entiisiasm of the preclous blood of Christ and the simple
14/t which looks alorne fo Him. Of, that sormeboay fiad fold me that before.

Mike let’s stop there for now and get to a really big question. Because it seems to me that we can’t talk
about Heaven without dealing with the fact of judgment and Hell. Help us with these discussions for a bit.

Etemal Judgment

Dave, | don’t want to say too much about whether or not God has the right to judge us at all. | think it
should be clear to us that it is only common sense that there is some judgment for right and wrong. We
do that in our everyday lives.

| think the better question, at least for today, is this idea of an eternal judgment, and particularly
whether it is fair for someone to have to spend an eternity in Hell, which Jesus often described as a place
of “weeping and gnashing of teeth” (e.g., Matthew 8:12).

First and foremost, everything we say about God'’s “fairness” must be said with this in mind: Jesus
died to give everyone the opportunity to spend eternity with Him. Everyone. Some argue that based on
the God-commanded killings in the Old Testament and the very existence of Hell that God must be a
moral monster. But what moral monster would die for us on the cross, which is the ultimate act of love?
The cross must color how we think about God'’s justice. In other words, we must believe that God is love
and then work to understand His actions against that backdrop.

So, to try and understand God'’s justice, let’s take a specific case: Adolph Hitler. Hitler ruled Nazi
Germany during the 1930s and 40s. Under his direction, over 6 million Jews were exterminated. As
WWII was winding down, Hitler killed himself rather than be taken by the Allied soldiers. He killed 6
million people...and he killed himself. “Where is the justice in that?” we ask. Certainly killing himself is
getting off too easy. There must be more punishment for a guy like that. So, | don’t think we have a
problem with punishment beyond death, or Hell. But we may ask, “Why eternal punishment, even for a
guy like Hitler? Here we give life sentences for murder, so let God give him 6 million life sentences in
Hell—say, 600 million years—and then let him into Heaven.” After all, even 600 million years is not an
eternity, so Hitler still has a chance to be rehabilitated and go to Heaven.

Hitler is a big example. How about one that is closer to home. What of the unbelieving guy who
lashes out at his wife after a bad day? Should he, too, go to Hell for an eternity. Certainly he deserves a
slap on the wrist, perhaps a week in Hell, but an eternity?

These examples expose the error in our thinking. Hitler will not go to Hell because he killed 6 million
people. Our fictitious husband will not go to Hell because he got angry with his wife. Another will not go
to Hell because she called the driver a fool who cut her off. Yet another will not go to Hell because he
cheated on a history test. Yes, those are each sins; however, that is not why one goes to Hell.

A person goes to Heaven or Hell based on his or her response to God. Remember the greatest
commandment:

You shall fove the Lord your God with all your heart, sou mind, and strengt/1(Luke 10:27).

Israel’s King David puts it this way:

Let heaven ard eart pralse i, the seas arnd everytinng that moves n them. For God will save Zion
ana buid up the cities of Juadafy, and pegple shall awel there and possess fi: the ofispring or fils servants
shal mhernt i and those wio fove fis rame shall awel i i (Psalm 69:34—-36, ESV)



“Those who love His name shall dwell in it.” If you do not love God, then it would be Hell for you to be
forced to spend an eternity with God. Heaven is for those who love God and by extension have accepted
God’s grace through Jesus’ death on the cross.

Imagine this: imagine that | back into your car in the parking lot. You see me do it and you confront
me. | get very indignant with you and deny that | did anything wrong. How can our relationship possibly
be restored as long as | refuse to acknowledge my wrongdoing...l obviously do not care about any kind of
relationship with you.

Martin Luther put it this way:

There are two kinds of sin: one is confessed, and this no one should leave unforgiven; the
other kind is defended, and this no one can forgive, for it refuses to be counted as sin or to
accept forgiveness.

God chose to create us with free will so that we might freely love Him or reject Him. We see this

same choice being offered to the Jews as they prepared to enter the Promised Land 3500 years ago:
See, / have sel before you loday He and good, deal? and evil If you obey the cormanamernts of
the LorD your God that / comymard you fooay, by loving the LORD your God, by walkking i /s
ways, and by keepmng /s commarnaments and /s statules and fis rukes, then you shall hve and
mulply, and the LORD your God will bless you in the /lard that you are ertering fo lake possessior
or it But if your heart turms away, and you will rnort hear, but are arawn away o wors/yp olfier goas
and serve therm, / declare fo you foaay, that you shall surely perish. You shal not five long in the
fand that you are gomng over the Joraan fo emter and possess. / call Heaven and earth? fo wiiness
agamst you fooay, that / have ser before you e and deally blessing and curse. Therefore choose
Mre, that you and your ofispring may fve, loving the LORD your God, obeying fiis vorce and folding
1ast fo fim, for he is your e and fength of days, that you may owel in the land that the LorD
swore o your 1athers, fo Abraharm, o /saac, and fo Jacob, fo give them. (Deuteronomy 30:15-20,
ESV)

Jesus’ story of Lazarus and the rich man (Luke 16:19-31) appears to tell us that we have only this
one chance in this life to make the right choice; there will be no further opportunity once we die. But God
gives us every opportunity to choose Him. Paul tells us that the evidence for God is clear to everyone,
there is no excuse (Romans 1:18-20). Luke tells us that God has determined where and when each of us
will live so that we “would seek God” (Acts 17:26-27).

There is much more that can be said about this, Dave, but this is enough for now. Given this choice
that God has placed before each of us, Dave, how can | have some assurance that | am going to Heaven
when | die? How can | be sure of where I'm going?

How can I be sure of whether | am going to Heaven?

Mike the answer to that question comes out of the passage from Revelation 21. Remember the verse
where it says the only ones who get in are only those whose names are listed in the Lamb’s Book of Life?
The critical point in this last topic is really not do | know God but better does God know me?

The Royal Wedding illustration: You don’t get into William and Kate’s Royal Wedding unless the King and
his Bride know you and you are on the invitation list. Security is too tight. The security is tight at Heaven’s
door too!

Where the sense of confusion over where we can know for certain if we are saved is either we have bad
theology and we are trying to earn our way to heaven and we don’t know God'’s scoring system. That is
just bad theology and if that is what you believe you don’t need to wonder — you won’t get in. But | think
sometimes the believer reads Jesus talking of that day (Matthew 7:21ff) when we come before the throne
and Jesus says; 2z 'Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the
one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. On that day many will say to me, 'Lord, Lord, did
we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your
name?’ And then will | declare to them, 'l never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’

" Quoted in Volf, Miroslov. (2005). Free of Charge: Giving and Forgiving in a World Stripped of Grace.
Zondervan. 153-154.




The problem isn’t just that | say | know who Jesus is but that He knows me and has written me in His
Book of Life. This is crystal clear when Jesus says you say you knew of me, but “I never knew you.”

Here is the good news of assurance | want you all to hear. The apostle John writes in his little letter. 1
John says (5:10-13)

Whoever believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself. Whoever does not believe God has
made him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God has borme concerning his Son.
And this is the testimony, that God gave us etemal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son
has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. | write these things to you who believe
in the name of the Son of God that you may know that you have eternal life.

This passage is making it clear; simply saying “l believe in Jesus” simply says, “I know Jesus” it does
not say He knows you. The demons know Jesus and tremble. This passage is saying you must believe
and receive — receive the testimony, the truth, which is the Spirit. If you believe and have received the
Spirit as a seal to your faith, God knows you. You can know that you have eternal life. | can’'t answer it for
you but you can look inside you heart and say | have God living inside me. If not, stop now and look to
Jesus, pray to receive Him and be sure.

For the next several weeks we will be looking at heaven, its character and its values. We will be
looking to see if it makes any difference in our lives today. Here is my one take away from our time
together today; Set your eyes on the Kingdom of Heaven and its priorities. Spend time this week asking
yourself “Where have | placed my time and treasure resources?” Where do | set my hope?” In this world
or the next?




